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Course Overview: 
 
This is a two-part course.  The first half explores early American writing from its 
pre-colonial beginnings to 1885.  The second half explores American literature 
from 1885 to the present.  During this half of the course, you will be introduced 
to some major American authors like James Fenimore Cooper and Thomas 
Jefferson.  You will also examine other authors and myths like Joaquín Murieta, 
La Malinche and William & Ellen Craft.  We will read a variety of types of 
literature including myth, legend, folklore, history and biography. 
 
Recently, there has been a great deal of discussion about what constitutes 
“American.”  What is uniquely American?  Who is entitled to call himself or 
herself American?  It may interest you to know that we are not the first 
generation to have such a crisis of terms. We will question the borders – literal 
and figurative – that enclose these United States. As we work through our 
material, we will explore issues of citizenship, ownership, discovery, inclusion 
and exclusion.  We will find that circulating ideas have their origins in literature 
from this time period. Hopefully, we do not come to a consensus about the 
umbrella term “American,” but instead have a set of fruitful discussions that 
inform our own role as present-day inhabitants of this land.  These are the 
guiding concerns of the course; however, the nature of our exploration will be, in 
part, determined by your interests and observations (cf. Teaching Philosophy). 
 
At times, this course may be difficult because it requires a new frame of reference 
for American literature, history and politics.  I encourage you to be patient with 
yourselves and your classmates as I firmly believe that your continued effort and 
participation will greatly benefit you. 
 
Course Objectives: 
 
By the end of the course you will be able to: 
 

• understand, describe and analyze the process of canonization. 



• understand and critically respond to historical, chronological and 
thematic frames of literature. 

• explore an amplified version of early American literature. 
• explain how the overarching course themes relate to current events.  
• critically analyze material from a variety of identity based lenses. 
• understand and identify a lineage of American literature that extends into 

contemporary literature. 
• explore questions of citizenship and the creation of community. 
• write an analytical 10 page paper that makes a claim about several pieces 

of early American literature. 
 
 
Teaching Philosophy: 
 
Classes work best when students and instructors fulfill their obligations to one 
another and explore the major questions of the course.  As a professor, it is my 
responsibility to provide you with the foundation you need to explore the course 
material, and guide you in your exploration of the material.  As a student, your 
responsibility is to come to class prepared, ask questions about the materials, 
dialogue with each other and myself, complete all assignments to the best of 
your ability and take intellectual risks.  I encourage you to approach me about all 
issues you feel impact your learning as soon as possible.  I expect that all 
interactions will be governed by the golden rule: treat others as you would want to 
be treated.  Your continued presence in this course constitutes an agreement that 
these are your responsibilities. 
 
Required Texts: 
 
Selected Writings on Sakai 
The Norton Anthology of American Literature, 7th Edition, Vol. A; Nina Baym, et al 
Notes on the State of Virginia; Thomas Jefferson 
Life of Junípero Serra; Francis Palóu 
Last of the Mohicans; James Fenimore Cooper 
Life and Adventures of Joaquín Murieta; John Rollin Ridge or Yellow Bird 
Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom; Willliam and Ellen Craft 
 
Course Requirements & Grade Breakdown: 
 
Midterm Exam 25% - Details regarding the format of the midterm will be 
announced in the week preceding the test.   
 
Final Paper 40% - You will be required to complete one 10-page paper based on 
the readings and discussions in the class.  Your grade will be based on your 
original thought, clarity of argument and your usage of one critical article.   Your 
paper must also adhere to MLA format.  You must NOT write your name on the 
front of the paper, but on the top right corner of the last page to ensure 
anonymity.  Papers must be stapled.  Along with your paper you must turn in 
the writing center tutor’s comments, your peer reviewer’s comments, my 
comments and your initial rough draft.  I will not accept a paper I have not 



reviewed beforehand.  Please note that all Wikipedia is not an acceptable source 
for information.  Any outside information must come from a peer-reviewed 
journal article or reputable publishing house.  If you have any questions, please 
see me. 
 
Participation/Attendance 35% - Your class participation is of the utmost 
importance.  You will be evaluated on the basis of your contributions to the class 
(reading questions, comments, questions, group work, etc).  You are allotted two 
excused absences for the semester.  You will need to have a legitimate reason and 
documentation.  I will determine whether the absence is excused or unexcused. 
 
Discussion Questions, Surveys, Pop Quizzes, Free Writing Assignments (part of 
participation grade) – In order to assess whether we are on track to meet our 
classroom goals (cf. Class Objectives), I will ask you to complete any of the 
following activities.  Your responses must have proper syntax, punctuation and 
grammar.   
 
Reading your campus email – While not explicitly a part of your participation 
grade, this does heavily impact your ability to participate.  Be sure to check your 
email and Sakai regularly. 
 
Grading Scale: 
 
A  =   96 – 100  
A-  =   90 – 95  
B+  =   86 – 89 
B  =   83 – 85 
B-  =   80 – 82 
C+  =   76 – 79 
C  =   73 – 75 
C-  =   70 – 72 
D  =   60 – 69 
F  =   59 and below 
 
Late Assignments:  Papers are marked down 1/3 of a grade per day late.  No 
exceptions. 
 
Make-up Tests: If you will not be available, you must take the test before the 
original date.  Your reason must meet the criteria of an absence. 
 
Course Evaluation Criteria: 
 
I know that on occasion, it’s difficult to figure out what a professor expects of 
you in order to pass the course or to receive a particular grade. In order to 
assuage that concern, here is the set of expectations I have of you during this 
term; please note that they are not listed in order of importance: 
 



• Consistent attendance in class sessions, with you having read the 
materials, come prepared to discuss the materials, and come prepared to 
pose any questions that you have. 

• Attendance in my office hours whenever you have a question or need help 
in understanding the materials or issues under discussion; 

• Thoughtful reflection on the course materials and issues prior to coming 
to class, and thoughtful discussion of these materials and issues during 
class sessions; 

• Careful attention to and implementation of all of the principles that 
motivate this course and the study of this material; 

• The diligent pursuit of all assignments, with you committed to doing your 
best work on each one; 

• And, overall, your commitment to doing your best work in every class 
session and on every assignment. 

 
I know that you have other responsibilities or interests you have to attend to, and 
I am sympathetic to the various pulls on your time. However, you should note 
that I take very seriously what you do in this course, and I expect that your 
continued presence in this course will mean that you too take that seriously. 
 
Keep in mind that I do not expect perfection from any of you. The issues we 
will discuss here are difficult and will most likely be new to you, and the 
assignments and questions I will pose to you will be challenging (and probably 
ones you’ve never been asked before). What I am looking for is a good faith sign 
that you are doing the best work you are capable of doing. I will take this and 
push on it; I will challenge you to do even better work; and I will help you 
achieve your potential in this course. But I can’t do that if you’re not trying your 
hardest. 
 
Other Resources 
 
Because your success in this course is tied to your writing, some students may 
want to utilize The Writing Center. The Writing Center provides students with 
assistance and is located in Mead Hall 131. Their telephone number is 909-607-
4321. Drop-in hours are posted at the beginning of each semester. Writing tutors, 
including faculty and student staff, are available by appointment or visit 
http://www.pitzer.edu/offices/writing_center. In addition, students may meet 
with me to discuss concerns about their writing assignments. Another resource 
that students can purchase is Write On: A Concise Composition Handbook for 
Students.  You will be required to use the writing center for your final paper. 
 
Special Needs: For those students with disabilities, please make sure that you 
indicate this to me at the beginning of the course so that I can reasonably 
accommodate you. If you need to request accommodations or need additional 
assistance, contact the Pitzer Academic Support Services Office, Associate Dean 
Rochelle Brown at 607-3553 or your respective college’s academic support office. 
 
Honor Code Statement 



All papers, tests, examinations, and other exercises in this course are subject to 
the Pitzer College Code of Student Conduct, as outlined in the Student 
Handbook. So, all submitted work must be the product of your own efforts, 
unless credit is given with proper footnoting and bibliographic techniques. For 
more information on the Code, your rights and responsibilities, and other 
relevant topics (e.g., how to distinguish between plagiarism and statements of 
common knowledge), please consult: http://www.pitzer.edu/academics/ 
curriculum/pdf/07_Course_Catalog.pdf. 
 
Class Decorum 
I encourage each of you to express your views freely and openly; but keep in 
mind that insults and/or abusive commentary are not allowed. In addition, if 
your abusive commentary persists, you will be asked to leave the classroom. In 
order to re-enter the classroom, you will need to set up an appointment with me 
to discuss your last class session. Some material may support or challenge 
your beliefs and values. Your grades are based upon your critical engagement 
with the readings and classroom discussion rather than personal opinion. It is 
my hope that this course will assist in discrediting misinformation while also 
acknowledging that it is not necessary to blame ourselves or others for any 
misinformation we may have learned about members of our own or other social 
groups. 
 
Given the nature of topics covered, some course materials will include explicit 
images and language, which some class members may find offensive.  
 
In addition, confidentiality is also of utmost importance. Therefore, if you do not 
wish for your comments to be repeated outside the classroom, you can preface 
your remarks with a request that the class agree not to repeat said remarks. 
Lastly, if you are disruptive during class time (e.g. reading a newspaper or other 
inappropriate material, talking, text messaging, snoring, getting up and walking 
around, leaving early, and any other behavior that is disruptive to me or other 
students), you will be dropped from the class if this occurs on a repeated basis. If 
for any reason you need to leave early, please let me know before the beginning 
of class. 
 
Please note: 
 

• Cell phones need to be “OFF” (not “VIBRATE”) during the class session. 
• During exams, all book bags, backpacks, cases, and purses must be placed 

at the front of class.  All electronic media should be left at home. 
• No laptops, or other electronic devices are allowed.  Please make use of a 

paper and pen/pencil to take notes. 
 
 
Course Schedule: 
 
Introduction: Issues of Canon 
 
W 9/1   Introduction 



F 9/3   Selected Syllabuses, Tables of Contents 
 
Pre-Colonial Literature 
 
M 9/6   Baym, et al; Norton; pp. 17 – 31  
W 9/8 
F 9/10 
 
Colonial Contact 
 
M 9/13  Baym et al; Norton;  pp. 31 – 35 
   Selected Writings on La Llorona & La Malinche 
W 9/15   
F 9/17 
 
Puritans and New England Settlements 
 
M 9/20 Selections from Anne Bradstreet & Cotton Mather 
W 9/22 Selections from William Bradford 
F 9/24 
  
M 9/27 Baym, et al; Norton; pp. 235 – 267, 343 – 353 
W 9/29 
F 10/1 
 
Founding a Nation 
 
M 10/4 Baym, et al; Norton; pp. 457 – 462, 468 – 472, 596 – 605, 611 - 

616 
W 10/6 Jefferson; Selections from Notes on the State of Virginia 
F 10/8 
 
Building a Nation 
 
M 10/11 Palóu; Selections from Junípero Serra 
W 10/13  
F 10/15 In-class Midterm 
 
M 10/18 NO CLASS 
W 10/20  
F 10/22 Baym, et al; Norton; pp. 806 – 904 
 
M 10/25  
W 10/27 Irving; The Legend of Sleepy Hollow (Sakai) 
F 10/29 
 
M 11/1 Cooper; The Last of the Mohicans 
W 11/3 
F 11/5 



 
M 11/8 Emerson; “Letter to Martin Van Buren” (Sakai) 
 Yellow Bird; Joaquín Murieta 
W 11/10 
F 11/12 
 
Nations within the Nations 
 
M 11/15 Craft; Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom 
W 11/17 
F 11/19 
 
M 11/22 Jacobs; Selections from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 

(Sakai) 
W 11/24 
F 11/26 
 
M 11/29 Selections from Frederick Douglass, Francis EW Harper, 

Mariah Stewart and Walt Whitman 
W 12/1 
F 12/3 
 
M 12/6 Drafts of Papers due in class 
W 12/8 Conclusion 
F 12/10 Papers due by 5 pm 
	  


